Population Association of Pakistan
22" Annual Population Research Conference

Population Challenges in a Changing World

December 7-9, 2021
National University of Sciences & Technology, Islamabad, Pakistan

Hybrid mode: In-person and Virtual

Mission Statement:

Population Association of Pakistan (PAP) is working to promote and strengthen the discipline of
population by providing a platform to subject experts for sharing of scientific knowledge and
experiences and facilitating professional development in population and related fields.

Annual Population Research Conference 2021:

The PAP is pleased to announce its 22" Annual Population Research Conference that will be
held in collaboration with the National University of Science and Technology (NUST) in
Islamabad from 7" — 9" December 2021. The overarching theme for the 22" Annual Populations
Research Conference is “Population Challenges in a Changing World”.

The new millennium arrived with unprecedented advances in information technology, social
media, and communications, with remarkable effects on the social, political, cultural, and
physical environment of the world. More recently, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected all
segments of population and is particularly detrimental to vulnerable population groups,
including the poor, the elderly, and those with chronic diseases and/or disabilities. Evidence
indicates that the social and economic impact of the COVID-19 are being borne
disproportionately by poor people.

Pakistan is lagging behind most developing countries in terms of its social and development
indicators and a major reason for that is its failure in controlling the rapid population growth. The
key population challenges include persistence of high poverty and inequality, water scarcity,
environmental degradation, food insecurity, maternal, infant, and child morality, weak human
development indicators, gender inequality, unemployment among youth, heightened
vulnerabilities of marginalized populations, and general health needs in the wake of COVID-19.

Population Association of Pakistan (PAP) maintains a history and mandate to emphasize the
crucial relationship between population and development. PAP's annual research conferences
cover a range of topics related to population and human development, demographic transition,
and policy directions to meet the challenges of a rapidly growing population. Unfortunately, the
population and development programs in Pakistan have not progressed as steadily as in the
rest of the world. PAP will continue to play its role in facilitating in the political and social change
needed for population, health, and environment.

PAP thus provides a platform that offers an opportunity to bridge the various social sciences
disciplines including economics, public and social policy, statistics, demography, public health,
sociology, geography, and anthropology to deliberate upon solutions for pressing population
and development related issues of Pakistan in this changing world.

In consideration of the limitations caused by COVID-19, the Conference will be organized using
a hybrid approach of on-site and virtual participation.

Objective of the Conference:

As always, the 22™ Annual Conference will bring together researchers, policymakers, and
practitioners to a common platform to discuss Pakistan's population problems and consider
their solutions in the light of a rapidly changing national and global context.

The key population challenges include persistence of high poverty and inequality, water
scarcity, environmental degradation, food insecurity, maternal, infant, and child morality, weak
human development indicators, gender inequality, unemployment among youth, heightened
vulnerabilities of marginalized populations, and general health needs in the wake of COVID-19.

Panel Discussions:
» Progress on Recommendations on Population by Council of Common
Interest (CCl)and Way Forward

» Social, Economic, and Demographic Implications of High Population
Growth

» Opportunities and Challenges for Resilience to Climate Change

Technical Sessions:
» Population, Universal Health Coverage, and Family Planning in the
Contextof COVID-19

« Social, Economic, and Demographic Implications of High Population
Growth

« Opportunities and Challenges for Resilience to Climate Change

Keynote Address by:

Dr. Adil Najam (S.1.)
Inaugural Dean, Frederick S. Pardee School of Global Studies

Boston University, Boston, MA, USA

Expected Outcomes of the Conference:
The 22™ Annual Research Conference will bring together national and

provincial legislators, researchers, planners, policy makers and program
managers to a common platform to discuss Pakistan's population problems
and their solutions in light of a rapidly changing National and Global context.
Through a series of high-level Technical and Plenary Sessions on key
themes of the conference, the 22™ Conference will take stock of current
policies, in the light of emerging findings from latest research.

The upcoming National census is an important focus for discussions for the
22" Conference, and an opportunity to bring together National and
International experts on the subject to generate policy recommendations for
the way forward.

For Further Information:
Dr. Xaher Gul

Secretary General, Population Association of Pakistan
Cell: +92 300-3871006 email: xgul@fulbrightmail.org

Mr. Tahir Ahmed Qureshi

Executive Officer, Population Association of Pakistan

3rd Floor, National Telecommunication Corporation (NTC) Regional
Headquarters Building (North), Sector F-5/1, Islamabad, Pakistan

Ph: +9251-2877192, 9205566 Ext. 111, Fax:+9251-2821401

Cell: +92 300-8149119 +92 335-4946774

e-mail: pap@pap.org.pk eo.papoffice@gmail.com

web: www.pap.org.pk

Dr. Faisal Abbas

Focal Person/ Associate Professor (Economics)

School of Social Sciences & Humanities, National University of Sciences &
Technology

H-12, Islamabad, 44000

Ph: +92 5190853561 Cell: +92 0336-5308009
e-mail: dr.faisal@s3h.nust.edu.pk

+92 0315-0428911
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